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sex traflic
task force

$1.5M federal grant
sought to target
orgamzed operations .

By Sarah Favot .
sarah favot@langnews.com
@sarahfavot on Twitler

The Board of Supervisofs on

Tuesday unanimously supported

an application from the Sheriff’s
Department for a $1.5 million fed-
eral grant to create a Los Angeles
Cournty Human Trafficking Task
Force. .

Sheriff Jim McDonnell said the
task force would target those who
run an organized operation that
exploits women as well as those
who pay for sex. The task force

would also provide services for ;
the young women who are vie-
timized by the sex trade industry.
Part of the grant would be used to |

create a public service campaign
-to combat messages in the music
industry celebrating a pimp life-
style.

“We're in the position here in

Los Angeles County where we.

can be a national leader in com-
battmg sex trafficking,” McDon-
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The federal grant from

the Department of Jus-
tice would exiend over
three years and the county
would be required to match
25 percent of the funding,

which could be awarded in ]

October.
“The most basest crimi-

nal activities that are tak-

ing place jeopardize our
young peopie’s future, their
lives and their security,” Su-
pervisor Michael Antonov-
ich said. -

Supervisor Sheila Kuehl
said she hoped the task
force would be made up of
representatives from differ-
ent backgrounds with dif-
ferent cultural sensitivities
and language skills.

The grant requires that
the county work with a non-
government agency with
the ability to provide ser-
vices for the women rescued
from the sex trade industry
and the county has already
selected the Los Angeles-
based Coalition to Abolish
Slavery and Trafficking.

McDonnell said some of
the victims are as young as
12.

“These are local kids,
they're often kids from
foster homes, who have
been in the care of courts
and the system and who
have been abused from a

iff said. A series of reports
in the Daily News, a sister
paper of the Daily Breeze,
last year highlighted the
plight of women canght in
the gex trafficking indus-
try and how some cominu-
nities and agencies were
working to help them.

Sheriff’s Department

Capt. Merrill Ladenheim
said a group has.alréady
been working in. Long
Beach, Compton and Cen-
tary City for the past three
years to rescue sex traf-
ﬁckmg victims and arrest
pimps and johns. The pro-
posed task force would ex-
pand that initiative.
, -He said about 25 young
women have been rescued
and given housing, medi-
cal and mental health ser-
vices. The Sheriff’s Depart-
ment has arrested about 41
pimps and 140 johns in dif-
ferent sting operations in
the last three years, Laden-
heim said.

“We believe the num-
bers are much greater than
that,” said Ladenheim. “Tt
scares us that we're not im-
pacting this as deeply as we
think the problem exists”

He believes the number
of arrests will double once
the task force is formed.

“These guys are 50 ma-
nipulative,” Ladenheim
said. “They’re masters of
having these girls be code-
pendent. It’s a terrible
thing: It’s brainwashing in
the most grotesque way.
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BY DAVID COLEER

n 1971, after nearly two dec-
ades with the Los Angeles Po-
lice Department, Fanchon
BElake openly objected to poli-
cies that prevented her and
other women from rising above the
rank of sergeant, -

Then-Chief BEd Davis behttled
her stance at a meeting of female
officers, making it clear he feli real
police work should be-done by men.
One drawback to women on the
foree, he said, wag that they have

“monthlies.”

Blake dldl’i’t respond. but was
furious. “You don't know it, Chief,”
she Iater wrote in her unpublished
autobiography, “But war has just
been declared betweenus.”

Shewon the war.

Blake, 93, whose class-action |

jawsuit targeting the LAPD re-
sulted in one of the most sweeping
changes in the department’s his-
tory, died Tuesday at a group home
in Bend, Ore,

She had had 4 series of falls and
was in. declining heatth, said her
niece, Shelly Maurice-Maier.

When the Blake Consent De-
ereae that resulted from her lawsuit
went into effect in 1981, there were
about 175 women on the force. By
2016, when she was honored at a Po-
lice Academy funetion, there were
nearly 2,000, arid many of the offi-
cers held high ranks, including an
assistant chief.

That progress, however, was
not quite good enough for Blake. “T

“wanted to be chief of police,” she
declared. The crowd cheered.

LAPD Chief Charlie Reck ac- .

knowledged that female officers
still faced prejudice. “Women not
only do at least as well as men in
this job,” he said at the event, “they
do it with an extra burden.”

The chief’s attitude was in
sharp contrast to when Blake filed
herlawsuitin 1973 through the non-
profit Center for Law in the Public
Interest in L.os Angeles.

“We were thrilled to have had
this person come o us to work on
this case,” said Eleanor Shellard,
who at the time was a paralegal
with the group. But they warned
her that there could be conse-
quences at work.

Blake knew that, and -didnt
“We slowly,. through the years,
figured out they weren’t going to
promote us,” she said in a 200
videotaped interview. “They in-
sulted me one to0 many times, and
that's when I decided, ‘Hey, this
ism't worthit.

“They fire me, they fire me. So
what?”

Biake was’t fired, but the
backlash came quickly. Onthe day
her Iawsuit hit the news, she found

that her desk in the investigations
unit had been cieaned out and
she’d been moved to the receptiion
area.

“Iwas ostracized, given arecep-
tionist’s job, basically,” she saidina
1590 Times interview.

Male officers wouldn't speak to
her and one day when she got sick
at work, no one wotiid drive her to
see a doctor. It turned out she had
had amild stroke.

Less than a year after ﬁlmg the
suiit, Blake quit the force and took

JamEs Caccavo Los Angeles Times
THEY WEREN'T GOING TO PROMOTE US*

Fanchon Blake “was ostracized, given & receptionist’s job,” after she sued the LAPD over its
policies toward female officers. But her eventual victory brought big changes to the department

private security jobs.

‘The case continued slowl
through the courts. In 1977, a fed
eral judge in L.os Angeies handec
down a decision that favored th
LAPD. But two years later the U8
9th Circuit Court of Appeals re
versed that ruling.

When the state Supreme Cour
let the appeals court decisior
stand, Blake was victorious.

Consent decrees were forged t«
allow not only more wommsti bu
also more racial minorities (o joir
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the LAPD, and obstaclestopromo-; Y

! tion, mcludmg height reqmre—

;i ments, were modified. No less dn .

- observer than best;selhng author: -
o ames Wamhaugh, who had beeii.

;_ n the force; said 11: changed thef

* culture ofthe LAPD;

: “Blake did a great service whe
she sued the city,” Wambaugh said’ |

| in & 1991 Times interview. “I think. -

: female cops can go a long way Co

. toward helping to mitigate the su-- S

per-aggresmve paramlhtary ma- .

_che myth of the:gung-ho cop and.

mtroducmg the sobering element’

. of maturity in‘police work.># o

8he was born Fanchon G‘resford' o

.+ onMay 15,192, mHuntsw]le Utah,

i Her family moved a few years later: +

i to the remote White Oak Lodge

~area in the Tehachapi Mountains

in California where they home-

st,eaded “I spent three ofthe hap-. . .

i plest years of my life there,” she”

| told the Associated-Press in 2009, °

. Her beloved dog was her main '

| ‘companion ang she was educated -+
inaone-roomschoothouse. .. . v, -

.-She served in.the Army from . ! -,

42 1o 1948, reachmg the rank of . !

. major, and then joined the LAPD:. L

i Shewas re-inducted into the Artny o
m1951tohelp with aninternaldrugs - :
- investigation in Japan. She re-
tumedto the LAPT) in 1953,

! Her firs two marriages ended L
m divoree; her third was to Shan:: '
““non Blake, who died in Manhattan. -

~ ‘Beach in 198t During the time her

. suit was making its way through
. /the courts, Fanchon Blake moved:
“tothe Pacific Northwest and begah’ ° _

i 7 relationship with a woman that™ -

. continued for aboutlSyears before. RN
theybrokeup. ' : "z="

¢ Her legacyhves onat the LAPD"
“‘Police Academy, where the wom-. )
“en’s training faciiity 1s co-dedx— .
“eated to her.

" But one ofthe most movmg ac-‘

. knowledgmentsofher accomplish-:
“ments happened at the 201 event -
* when then-Assistant-Chief Sandy
* Jo MacArthur approached Blake. -

" MacArthur took the stars denot- -

*-ing her rank from her uniform and’

- pinned ther on Blake’s jacket, .

.~ Blake, a-cop so tough she took
" on an entire pohce department
Wept : TR
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